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THE EVOLUTION OF ATIMIA IN ANCIENT GREEK LAW

Summary: Atimia is most often understood as the loss of honour or 
civic rights. Atimia existed in most civic states in Ancient Greece, rea-
ching the height of its power in the Athenian democracy. Most sources 
cite two stages in the development of atimia: archaic and classical ati-
mia. Archaic atimia involved outlawry, while the classical atimia meant 
disenfranchisement. However, there is no strict dividing line between 
the two stages. As relics of archaic atimia may be found in the stage of 
classical atimia, it is more accurate to discuss the evolution of this phe-
nomenon, rather than the separate stages. The aim of this paper is to 
confirm this claim.
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